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Travel Itinerary...

• First stop...FAFSA!
• Website and app
• Common issues
• Changes to the 2020-2021 FAFSA

• What happens next?
• Types of Aid
• Financial Literacy Resources
• Final stop...Other Resources!

Garden of Eden
Lucas



fafsa.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students can fill out a FAFSA at fafsa.gov. 

A student will be able to fill out a 2020-21 FAFSA from October 1st, 2019 until June 30th, 2021. The FAFSA is available in English & Spanish by clicking the box in the top left side of the page. 

A person other than the student can fill out the application; however, if the student wants a third party to be able to log in to complete any portion of the FAFSA at a later date, the student must create a save key. 

Students can complete a PDF FAFSA (must be mailed for processing) or request a PAPER FAFSA at the 1-800-4-FED-AID number, but these options will take much longer to process.




FAFSA App
• myStudentAid is available in the 

App Store and Google Play

• Only the most recent application 
is available on the app

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The myStudentAid app for mobile devices is a great way for students to view their financial aid information after they complete the FAFSA via the website. 

The app can be downloaded on Android devices in Google Play; and on Apple devices in the App Store

Only the most recent FASFA is available on the app. Beginning October 1, 2019 only the 2020-21 FAFSA will be available on the mobile app. On October 1, 2020, only the 2021-22 FAFSA will be available, etc.




Pack your bags! Bring these items…

• Social Security Numbers – student and parent(s)
• FSA ID & Password

• Create before beginning the FAFSA
• Student and parent will each need one
• Valid non-school email and phone number for student 

and also for parent
• 2018 Financial Information

• Student and parent information (if dependent)
• 2018 Federal Income Tax Return, W-2s, Bank 

Statements, Asset Information, Untaxed Income 
Information

Largest Hairball
Garden City

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the things each student needs in order to fill out a FAFSA. If the student is considered dependent, they will need their parent(s), information, too (Social Security Number, FSA ID, financial information).

These are the documents needed to fill out the FAFSA. It is helpful for students and parents to have this information on hand when filing the FAFSA so as to be able to file it as efficiently and accurately as possible. However, individuals can start the FAFSA and save it, coming back to it later before officially submitting it.

Correct SSNs are important to fill out the FAFSA, so students and families should double, triple, and quadruple check that their SSNs are filled out correctly on the FAFSA. A Social Security Number mismatch will result in a rejected FAFSA.

Another confusion that people run across is setting up an FSA ID and password for the student, but with login information for the parent. Parents and students should realize that their personal information (SSN, DOB, Name) are attached to the FSA ID. You must also have an SSN to create an FSA ID; so, those without an SSN will not be able to create an FSA ID, which means they will not be able to file a FAFSA or sign the FAFSA. We will talk about how this affects undocumented parents and students later in the presentation. Ideally, students and one parent should create their FSA ID prior to filing the FAFSA; however, this can be done during the FAFSA application process. 

2018 financial information is required to be reported on the 2020-21 FAFSA, regardless of whether or not that currently reflects the family’s financial situation. Later in this presentation we will talk about how a change in the student’s/family’s financial situation can be discussed after the FAFSA is filed.

The FAFSA is looking for 2018 tax and financial information, but it also asks for the current balance of cash, savings, and checking accounts at the time of filing the FAFSA for both students and parents. The FAFSA also asks for asset information, such as the current net worth of investments. 

Untaxed income information includes items such as child support received, pensions, living allowances for members of the military, clergy, and others (not including on-base housing or a basic military housing allowance), veterans non-education benefits, worker’s compensation, disability, etc. When filling out the FAFSA if parents or students have questions on what should be included on the FAFSA, they can refer to the question mark on the right side of the screen. This area generally explains the what the question is asking for and what to include and not include in that answer. We will go over more details about these items later in the presentation.

Filling out the FAFSA takes time, however, students can save their FAFSA and come back to it later if needed. If they do this, they will be sent email reminders on completing their FAFSA if they have not done so, and if they have opted into receiving those emails.

We strongly recommend families use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, and we’ll discuss why in a little bit.

Let’s start with how to set up the FSA ID.





Changes to the 2020-2021 FAFSA

• There are no major changes between the 2019-20 and 2020-21 
FAFSA applications.

• Changes to the 2018 IRS 1040 form from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
of 2017 will result in changes to income questions and where to 
locate information. Using the DRT helps avoid this potential pitfall.

• The FAFSA demo site for 2020-21 won’t be launched until 
September 30, 2019.  Screen shots and FAFSA4caster are also not 
available until late September.

• Based on historical trends, Pell Grant tables may not be available 
until early 2020.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hopefully, there won’t be (m)any glitches on the government’s sites.



FSA ID Video

fsaid.ed.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In case the video doesn’t work, go to youtube and enter this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7ihhGk8mCY 

This video gives individuals a step by step process on how to set up an FSA ID. Available on the Federal Student Aid YouTube channel.




Common Issues with FSA ID setup
• Not providing or verifying an email 

address
• Email is not required, but will make 

retrieval difficult
• Verifying email requires verification code 

and immediate access to their email
• Parents/students creating each other’s 

IDs
• SSN, DOB, Name and Email are linked 

together
• Can only be used once (cannot create 

multiple IDs)
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Presentation Notes
These are common issues that students and parents have in setting up an FSA ID.

Not providing an email address when setting up your FSA ID can make it more difficult to retrieve forgotten IDs or passwords in the future. Although it is not required, it is advised to always provide an email when setting up this information. We further encourage your students to not use a High School email address, as when they graduate, they may no longer have access to that email. In cases of when the student may need to reset their FSAID, they would not be able to access their email to retrieve the code. They should use an email address that they will have prolonged access to. 

Some families may all use one email address, but when two people are setting up their separate FSA IDs, they cannot use the same email for both of their accounts. So, every individual must use an individual email account for the FSA ID account. Another issue we run into a lot with this is that parents will set up their student’s FSA ID, using the parent’s email. Then, the parent sets up their FSA ID and they have to use a different email (sometimes using the student’s email). This generally leads to confusion for parents and students alike when they are trying to find information, log into accounts, and sign the FAFSA. So, it is always advised for this and privacy reasons that students and parents each set up their own FSA IDs on their own with their own email addresses attached.

Another confusion that people run across is setting up an FSA ID and password for the student, but with login information for the parent. Parents and students should realize that their personal information (SSN, DOB, Name) are attached to the FSA ID. You must also have an SSN to create an FSA ID; so, those without an SSN will not be able to create an FSA ID, which means they will not be able to file a FAFSA or sign the FAFSA. We will talk about how this affects undocumented parents and students later on in this presentation.




Common FAFSA Issues

• SSN/DOB/Legal Name/Gender
• Dependent vs Independent Status
• Who is my parent?
• Household Size
• Undocumented Student/Parent(s)
• Reporting Untaxed Income & Assets
• Special Circumstances

Stull Cemetery
“Gates of Hell”

Stull
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Presentation Notes
These are common issues that students/families have with filing the FAFSA. We will go over each of these in detail.




Common FAFSA Issues

• Legal name
• Social Security Number
• Date of Birth
• Gender – Selective Service

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Legal name- A student needs to provide their legal name on their FAFSA; not any shortened names or nicknames

Social Security Number- The SSN needs to be exact. Schools cannot pull in FAFSA information if the SSN on the FAFSA does not match the SSN in the school’s records.

Date of Birth- Date of Birth also needs to be exact/match the school’s records.

Gender- This is an important question for students to answer because it determines whether or not they are required to sign up for selective service. When asking about gender, the question is referring to the biological sex of the student. Male citizens (and male immigrants residing in the U.S.) aged 18-25 are required to register with Selective Service. 
This requirement applies to any person assigned the sex of male at birth. If a student was born male, but has transitioned to female, they would be required to register. If a student was born female, but transitioned to male, they would not be required to register. 




Dependent Vs. Independent

• Born before Jan. 1, 1997
• Veteran
• Active duty military
• Married
• Children or other dependents
• Both parents deceased

What if these don’t fit my situation?

• Foster care after age 13
• Dependent/Ward of court after 

age 13
• Emancipated Minor
• Legal Guardianship
• Homeless or at risk of  being 

homeless
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Dependency Status on the FAFSA is determined by 13 questions on the FAFSA. It is not determined by tax filing status, financial independence, or whether the student lives with their parents or not. A Dependent student is a student who does not meet any of the criteria listed in these 13 questions, and is thus REQUIRED to put parent information on the FAFSA. An Independent student is a student who does meet at lest one of these criteria listed, and is thus not required to report parent information on the FAFSA. However, an independent student may need to provide proof of their independent status. Sufficient proof or documentation required to verify independent status is determined by which question they answered that would make them independent, and the school’s requirements for documenting that situation.

Veteran: You have engaged in active duty (including basic training) in the U.S. Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard), or you were a member of the National Guard or Reserve who was called to active duty for purposes other than state or training purposes. The school may request a copy of the DD214.

Active Duty: Currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for purposes other than training. 

Children or other dependents: Must receive half of their support from the student between July 1, 2020  and June 30, 2021. The school may require the student submit documentation they support the child/other dependents 

Both Parents Deceased: School may ask for death certificates

Foster care, Dependent/Ward of court after age 13: Student can answer yes to this question if they were in foster care or dependent/ward of court at any point after age 13, even if they are no longer in foster care or are a dependent/ward of court. The school may require the student submit court documentation or documentation from social services.

Emancipated Minor: If court determined the student to be an emancipated minor, they can answer yes to this question. Once a student reaches age 18, they cannot become an emancipated minor. The school may require the student submit court documentation. 

Legal Guardianship: Student can answer yes if they were in legal guardianship immediately before they reached 18. The court that made the decision must be must be located in the student’s state of legal residence at the time the court’s decision was made. The definition of legal guardianship doesn’t include the student’s parents even if they were appointed by a court to be the student’s guardian. The school may require the student submit court documentation. 

Homeless: If at any time on or after July 1, 2017 the high school, school district homeless liaison, director of an emergency shelter/transitional housing program/runaway or homeless youth basic center/transitional living program determined the student was an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or at risk of being homeless. Students who aren’t in high school can have a homeless determination made by a Financial Aid Administrator. The school may require a student submit documentation of this determination. 

Homeless means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing. You may be considered homeless if you are living in shelters, parks, motels, or cars, or are temporarily living with other people because you have no place else to go. If you are living in any of these situations and fleeing an abusive parent, you may be considered homeless even if your parent would provide support and a place to live.  Unaccompanied means you are not living in the physical custody of your parent or guardian. Applicants who are between the ages of 21 and 24 and who are unaccompanied and homeless or self-supporting and at risk of being homeless qualify for a homeless youth determination, and will be considered independent students.

If the student cannot answer yes to any of these questions, but feels they have special circumstances, refer the student to the financial aid office. If the student can provide the office with documentation showing why they cannot get their parent(s) FAFSA information, the school may be able to override the Dependency status on the FAFSA. This is called a Dependency Override. Some possible examples could include:
Student can document abuse
Parents have drug/substance abuse issues that make it difficult for student to obtain FAFSA information
Student cannot locate their parent(s)
Incarcerated parent(s)
These situations will require documentation from the student and possibly even a 3rd party. 
Feel free to discuss some other situations in which your school would approve a Dependency Override. 




Dependency Override

• Student lives with grandparents and does not know the location 
of their biological parents.

• Student expresses an abusive environment at home.

Student starts process with financial aid office.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss the above scenarios. Feel free to have each speaker add to these or discuss other scenarios they may encounter at their school 



Who is my parent?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dependent students are required to report parent information on the FAFSA. For reporting purposes, “parent” means the legal (biological or adoptive) parent or step-parent.

Report both if:
Your parents are married to each other
Your parent is married to a step-parent
Your parents are unmarried, but living together
Same-sex parents who are living together/married both go on the FASFA

Report 1 parent (Divorce/Separation):
Report the parent you lived with most the past 12 months 
If you didn’t live with either parent more, report the information for the parent who provided 51% of your financial support over the past 12 months. 
If this is equal, then the student can determine who they will put on the FAFSA.

If your parent has remarried, you must report your step-parent, regardless of whether the stepparent has legally adopted the child or not.




Household Size
• Dependent Students

• Student
• Parent(s)
• Parent(s)’ other children or 

other dependents they support
• Independent Students

• Student
• Spouse
• Children or other dependents 

they support

1950’s All Electric House Museum
Overland Park

Dorothy’s House
Coronado
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Presentation Notes
For Household Size dependent students include themselves even if they do not live with their parents. They also include their parent(s), and their parents other children/dependents whom the parent(s) will support by more than half between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021.�
Independent Students include themselves, their spouse, and their children or other dependents whom they will support by more than half between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. 

If the student/parents have foster children for whom the foster care system, state, or other entity provides more than half support, those foster children should be excluded from household size on the FAFSA. If the student/parents are providing more than half of the foster child's support throughout the award year covered by the FAFSA, then the child can be included in the household size. The same is also true for children who are placed in kinship care or kinship foster care by a Child Welfare Program or Child Protective Services Program which does not provide benefits covering more than half of the child's support throughout the award year covered by the FAFSA.




• Undocumented Parent(s)
• SSN should be reported as 000-00-0000
• Cannot obtain an FSA ID
• Print Signature Page

• Undocumented Students/DACA Students
• Not eligible for federal financial aid (even w/ valid SSN)
• Answer: “No, I am not a legal citizen or eligible noncitizen” to “Are you a 

U.S. Citizen” FAFSA question
• Undocumented/DACA students who graduate from Kansas HS may be 

able to qualify for in-state tuition at KS colleges
• Undocumented/DACA students are not eligible for state aid

Undocumented Parents / Students

Presenter
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Undocumented Parents
Undocumented parents should still be put on the FAFSA if the student is a dependent student. The undocumented status of a parent does not affect a student’s FAFSA/federal aid eligibility. If a parent is undocumented, then their SSN will need to be filled out as 000-00-0000.

Since an individual cannot obtain an FSA ID without having a SSN, undocumented parents needing to sign the FAFSA for their student will need to complete a signature page and mail it to the Department of Education. This will take time to process, usually weeks, so these families should start the process early if at all possible. A signature page will need to be done each time a new FAFSA is submitted and for each subsequent correction. 

A signature page can be found on the online FAFSA, and once filled out and signed, it will need to be mailed in. Processing can take 6-8 weeks.

Undocumented Students/DACA Students
Both groups are not eligible for federal financial aid or state aid from the state of Kansas.
However, they may be eligible for other types state and/or institutional aid. In some cases, they may also be eligible for in-state tuition. This varies state-by-state and is usually applicable to DACA students. The state of Kansas does not have any state aid programs that undocumented/DACA students can qualify for. 

Undocumented students are students who are not US citizens, US nationals, or eligible noncitizens do not generally have an SSN so they cannot complete a FAFSA. Institutions have varying recommendations for Undocumented/DACA students and the student should contact the financial aid office directly about their process.
 
DACA students are a subgroup of undocumented students. 
DACA stands for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals. Being a DACA student does not provide an individual with lawful status in the US; it is a process in which the removal action of an individual is deferred/delayed, for a period of 2 years, and may be renewed under certain circumstances. Though DACA students do not have lawful status in the US, they may obtain work authorization. If they have work authorization, they may be able to obtain a SSN.

DACA students with an SSN are able to fill out a FAFSA, but will not receive Federal Financial Aid. However, filling out the FAFSA may possible make them eligible for state or institutional awards depending on the state and school. DACA students should contact the financial aid office of the institution they are interested in to inquire about their eligibility for state/institutional aid. When the FAFSA is processed, it will reject because of citizenship status. 

If an undocumented student attended an accredited Kansas high school for 3 or more years, graduated from an accredited Kansas high school, or earned a G.E.D., they can have in-state tuition at any postsecondary educational institution in the state of Kansas. They also have to sign an affidavit saying they will file an application for citizenship as soon as they are eligible to do so. A student in this situation should check with the school to which they are applying. 

Undocumented and DACA students are not eligible for state financial aid (Kansas Comprehensive Grant, State of KS Scholarship, Ethnic Minority Scholarship, Kansas Career Work-Study, Kansas Career Technical Workforce Grant, Kansas Military Service Scholarship, Kansas National Guard Educational Assistance, Kansas Nursing Service Scholarship, Kansas Teacher Service Scholarship, Kansas ROTC Service Scholarship, or any of the graduate scholarships listed on the KBOR website.

Resource: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/financial-aid-and-undocumented-students.pdf






IRS Data Retrieval Tool
• Links to the IRS for reported tax 

information
• Populates financial information pages 

for parent and student (if applicable)
• Information populated is secure and will 

appear as “transferred” not as 
numbers/amounts

• Accurate tax records rather than 
estimates

• Reduces verification paperwork, if 
selected

OZ Museum
Wamego
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Though families can fill out the FAFSA manually, it is much easier for them to use the IRS Data retrieval tool to bring over their 2018 tax information, especially with the 2018 1040 form changes. We encourage all families, if eligible, to use this tool! If a family uses the tool, they should NOT change the transferred information. This could cause delays in receiving financial aid and could result in a financial aid office needing to put the student through a process called Verification. Students & families who filed an amended return will have access to use the IRS DRT. The student’s Financial Aid Office may need to request a copy of the amended information after the FAFSA is received. 

This IRS DRT tool will not be available for families who:
-Do not have a Social Security Number
-Are married but file taxes separately

It is available to families who have filed a 1040X, but the IRS Data Retrieval Tool will pull in the information from the original tax return, not the 1040X. Students will then need to provide copies of the 1040X to the school.




IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool

Students and parents answer eligibility 
questions on the FAFSA for the tool

Page appears explaining eligibility
Can click “Link to IRS” or “No Thanks”

Transferred data will be hidden in fields 
after using the tool.
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The FAFSA still has students/parents answer eligibility questions for the IRS DRT, but then they are led to a page that explains they are eligible to use it. They can then either click “Link to the IRS”, or opt out of using the IRS DRT by selecting “No Thanks”. They still have to agree to link to the IRS information, but this format will hopefully result in more students and families using the IRS DRT since it is set up as more of an opt out process.

Special Note on IRS & Pension Rollovers. If the DRT transfers in an amount greater than $0 for the Untaxed Portions of Pensions or IRAs, the student/parent will be given a follow up question about whether than amount includes a rollover. If the parent/student answers ‘yes,’ they will be prompted to input the rollover amount. The system will then remove the rollover portion from the IRS transferred data. (EA 8-7-2017. Changes to the IRS Data Retrieval Tool Process).




Assets and Investments
Report
• Cash, Savings, Checking
• Rental properties
• Trust Funds, Money 

Market Funds, Mutual 
Funds

• Stocks, Bonds, CDs
• 529 plans
• Business Net Worth –

more than 100 
employees

Don’t Report
• The value of the home 

you live in
• Value of life insurance 

or retirement plans
• Business Net Worth –

100 or less employees
• Family farm

Net Worth = Current Value - Debt

Truckhenge
Topeka
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What assets and investments must be reported on the FAFSA? Students and parents will report the total current balance of cash, savings, checking accounts, rental properties, “Take-Back” mortgages, Trust Funds, UTMA/UGMA accounts, money market funds, mutual funds, certificates of deposit (CDs), stocks, stock options, bonds, other securities, Coverdell savings accounts, 529 plans, land sale contracts, commodities. They will also report business net worth if their business has more than 100 employees. 

529 Plans:  If the student is a dependent student who owns qualified educational benefits or education savings accounts, such as Coverdell Savings Accounts, 529 College Savings Plans, the value of that investment is reported under the parents’ section, not the student.

Don’t report the home you live in, the value of life insurance or retirement plans (401k plans, pension funds, annuities, non-education IRAs, Keogh plans, etc.), business net worth if the business has 100 or fewer employees, or family farm if the farm is your principle place of residence and you participated in the farming operation. 




Untaxed Income

Report
• Child support received
• Untaxed portions of IRA distributions, pensions, and Health Savings Accounts
• Housing, food and other living allowances paid to members of the military, clergy 

and others 
• Veterans non-education benefits
• Workers’ Compensation
• Money received or paid on the student’s behalf (bills) from someone not listed on 

the FAFSA 

Presenter
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Here are a few examples of items to report in Untaxed income and items not to report. In the Help & Hints box on this section, there will be additional details of what to report and what not to report, but here are a few examples. 

This is a comprehensive list in case you get specific questions. No need to cover the entire list:
Payments to a tax-deferred pension & retirement savings plans. W-2 boxes 12a-12d, and codes D,E,F,G,H,S.
IRA deductions and payments to self-employed SEP, SIMPLE, Keogh and other qualified plans
Child support received
Tax exempt interest income 
Untaxed portions of IRA distributions 
Untaxed portions of pensions 
Housing, food and other living allowances paid to members of the military, clergy and others (including cash payments and cash value of benefits)
Veterans non-education benefits such as Disability, Death Pension, or Dependency & Indemnity compensation and/or VA Educational Work-Study allowances
Workers’ Compensation
Disability Benefits
Untaxed portions of Railroad Retirement benefits, Black Lung benefits
Refugee Assistance
Foreign Income that wasn’t taxed 
Untaxed portions of Health Savings Accounts 
Money received or paid on the student’s behalf (bills) from someone not listed on the FAFSA 

Welfare Payments
Untaxed Social Security benefits
Supplemental Security Income
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Educational benefits
On-base military housing or a military housing allowance
Combat Pay
Benefits from Flexible Spending Plan
Foreign Income Exclusion or credit for federal tax on special fuels
Social Security Disability
In-Kind support is other than money, for example, friends or relatives giving the student food or allowing him to live with them rent-free. That support isn’t included as untaxed income, though you may use professional judgment (e.g., by reducing the cost of attendance or increasing income) with students who receive such in-kind support. This is not the same as housing and other allowances received as compensation for a job, which, as stated earlier, must be reported. If the student is living with someone who is paying living expenses, it can be difficult to determine whether the support is cash support or in-kind support. The basic rule is: if someone pays a cost the student is obligated to pay, the amount counts as cash support.





Untaxed Income  

Don’t Report
• IRA or Pension rollovers
• Value of on-base military housing or the value of a basic military allowance for 

housing.
• Student Aid
• Earned Income Credit
• Welfare Payments
• Untaxed Social Security benefits & Social Security Disability
• Supplemental Security Income
• Flexible Spending Plan benefits

Presenter
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Don’t Include:
Payments to a tax-deferred pension & retirement savings plan amounts reported in code DD
Foster care or adoption payments 
IRA or Pension rollovers (may need to submit 1099R information to college, if requested)
Value of on-base military housing or the value of a basic military allowance for housing.
Extended foster care benefits
Student Aid
Earned Income Credit
Additional Child Tax credit




At your destination…sort of…
Once the FAFSA is submitted…

Review the Student Aid Report (SAR)
View in the myStudentAid app

Complete Verification if selected

Financial Aid Offers
Earlier FAFSA = Earlier Offers?

Pay special attention to Priority Dates

Arc de Triomphe!
Rosedale
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SAR- Once a student completes and submits the FAFSA, they will be emailed a SAR (if they provided an email address on the FAFSA; if they do not provide an email, they will receive a SAR Acknowledgement in the mail – it lists FAFSA info they provided and any corrections will need to be made at www.fafsa.gov). Students/families should review this SAR to make sure that they have completed the questions correctly on their FAFSA.

Verification is a process in which a financial aid office will need to verify certain student/family information on the FAFSA. If the school’s financial aid office requires further information to process the student’s FAFSA, such as Verification of information, they will contact the student directly. It is important that a student know how the office will contact them, whether it be through their student account, email, phone, mail, etc. Using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool will cut down on some of the paperwork a student must submit to the school. 

Financial Aid Offers – Eventually, once a student’s file is complete, a student will receive an award letter or notification of their awards from the schools they submitted their FAFSA to. Again, it depends on the school on how the student will be contacted about their awards. The school will provide instructions to the student on how they can review and accept any awards, and they should also let the student know if there is more information or paperwork needed for the student to borrow certain types of aid; for example, federal loans require that a student fill out a Master Promissory Note and complete Loan Entrance Counseling to borrow their first set of loans.

Though the FAFSA is available much earlier for students to fill out, schools may not be awarding much earlier than in previous years. Students should reach out to their school’s financial aid office to determine when they might expect an award notification.

Priority dates are important for the FAFSA. If a student’s school has a priority date to turn in the FAFSA then students should try to complete and submit their FAFSA by that date to be considered for the best financial aid package possible. However, if a student files the FAFSA after the priority date, there is still federal aid that they can be awarded such as Pell Grants, Student Loans, and Parent Loans.





Verification
● If FAFSA selected by the Department of Education or the school, 

verification must be completed before federal (and some state) aid 
can be disbursed.

● Verification classifications and items to verify:
V1-Household size, number in college, Adjusted Gross
Income, income from work, taxes paid, untaxed 
retirement distributions, retirement contributions, tax 
exempt interest, education credits
V4-High school completion status and statement of 
educational purpose
V5-All items in V1 and V4

Barbed Wire Museum
La Crosse
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Students must completion verification, if selected, before aid can be disbursed.  Student should always work with their college’s Financial Aid Office to ensure they submit the proper paperwork.
Using the IRS DRT appears to reduce the likelihood of being selected for verification and reduces the amount of paperwork needed to be submitted, if selected.
Sometimes colleges will select students for verification if FAFSA information appears to be incorrect.




Professional Judgement

• FAFSA does not reflect current financial 
situation

• Loss of Income or Resources
• Increase of Non-Discretionary Expenses
• Change in Marital Status
• Parent in College

• Student/family starts this process with the 
financial aid office – after filing the FAFSA 

• Do not let students attempt to do this on their 
own. 

• Schools differ on what they allow for 
professional judgement

Evel Knievel Museum
Topeka
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If the FAFSA does not reflect the current financial situation of the student/family, then encourage students to speak to their financial aid office about a special circumstance. 

The professional judgement process that financial aid offices can go through is a process to see if the student can become eligible for additional aid. Going through this process does not guarantee extra aid and it can require extensive documentation of finances. Each office may work slightly different in this process, so a student/family should check with their financial aid office about this process.





Professional Judgement Scenarios
• Parent in college

• Student tells you that both parents are enrolled in school halftime.
• Income difference in 2019

• Parents come in to talk about dad losing his job and not being able to 
help with college expenses.

• Professional Judgement is up to the discretion of the school they 
are attending

Student starts process with financial aid office.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss the above scenarios. Feel free to have each speaker add to these or discuss other scenarios they may encounter at their school 



FAFSA Road Trip Tips

• Apply Early!
• Give yourself time to fill it out – 30 minutes
• Save each page before moving on
• Use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool
• Double check all your info-especially your SSN
• Look for alerts and messages
• Use the Help & Hints boxes throughout the FAFSA

World’s Largest Easel
Goodland

Coronado Heights
Lindsborg
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Apply early! You can file your FAFSA as early as October 1. Many schools have priority dates for limited funded aid programs. Students generally need to file their FAFSA by these priority dates for these schools to be considered for limited funded aid programs. You can still generally submit a FAFSA after the priority date; however, meeting the priority date will ensure you are considered for limited funded aid. 

The FAFSA takes time to fill out, so families should carve out some time to complete this, especially if this is the first time they are filing. First time filers should allow approximately 30-40 minutes. 

Students and families can save the FAFSA and come back to it later before officially submitting it. We encourage families to save each page after it is completed to ensure that no information is lost if they accidentally log out or technical issues arise.

Use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool to minimize mistakes on the FAFSA and speed up the financial aid processes at your school (using the IRS DRT can minimize the amount of paperwork required to complete verification or other processes). The IRS DRT is available for the 2020-2021 FAFSA beginning in October 2019.

Social Security errors are the only errors schools cannot fix. So again, families should double, triple, and quadruple check that their SSNs are reported correctly. If the student does make a mistake in reporting their SSN on the FAFSA, they will need to file a new FAFSA to correct the issue.

Look for Alerts and Messages text at the top of the page while filling out the FAFSA.   Messages will appear if you leave a question blank or it is likely an error was made. For example, if someone lists their income and taxes as the same amount, they’ll be alerted to check the information. 

Throughout the FAFSA, there are Helps & Hints boxes that appear on the right side of the screen. These can provide additional clarifying information as questions come up. 




What does the FAFSA do?
• Assesses a family’s ability to pay for 

educational expenses, and determines what 
type of aid programs the student qualifies for

• Two Building Blocks
• Cost of Attendance – determined by school
• Expected Family Contribution – determined by 

FAFSA

• Some aid programs require financial need

COA – EFC = Financial Need

Fish within a Fish
Hays

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FAFSA assesses a family’s ability to pay for educational expenses. The FAFSA formula is quite complex, and it takes into account many things besides income and assets.  While the FAFSA does look at taxed and untaxed income, assets, and benefits (such as unemployment or Social Security), the FAFSA also looks at living expenses, the number of people in the household, the number of students who will be in college, and even parents’ age. The FAFSA will be used by the college or university to determine the level of financial need and the type of aid available. Schools use two building blocks to determine aid eligibility: Cost of Attendance and Expected Family Contribution.  

Cost of Attendance – this is determined by the school and it is a budget of the expenses for a student at the particular school. This budget includes tuition, fees, room & board, books & supplies, transportation costs and personal expenses as outline by the institution. Cost of Attendance varies between institutions. Direct costs are those charged by the school. Indirect costs are those educational expenses related to, but not charged by the school.

Expected Family Contribution – calculated by the FAFSA and determines eligibility for financial aid. This number is defined as an amount that the family may be able to contribute towards college based on the FAFSA information. However, families are not necessarily required to pay this amount. This number determines eligibility for certain types of aid. This is sort of like a financial aid index. The Department of Education defines the EFC cutoff for Pell Grants, but schools may set a specific EFC requirement for institutional or certain types of campus-based aid. The EFC is the same at every school.

Financial Need – Some types of financial aid requires that a student have financial need. Not all programs require financial need. Schools calculate need by subtracting the EFC from the COA. This number determines the amount of need-based aid a student can receive. Some aid programs require financial need, but not all.





Grants
• Federal Pell, TEACH, FSEOG
• KS Comprehensive Grant
• Institutional 

Loans
• Federal

• Subsidized, Unsubsidized, PLUS
• Private

Types of Aid

Federal Work-Study
• Federal dollars paid in exchange for 

part-time employment on campus
• School comes first

Scholarships
• Institutional 
• Private/Outside
• State/KBOR



State Programs
Kansas Comprehensive Grant

• 19 private colleges, the 6 state universities, and Washburn
• File FAFSA by April 1
• Financial Need
• Enroll full-time

• $3,500 max / $200 min – Private Institutions
• $1,500 max / $ 100 min – Public Institutions 



State Programs
State of Kansas Scholarships

• Public/private 4-yr & community colleges
• FAFSA by April 1 and state application by May 1
• Need + Merit; full-time enrollment
• Renewable for up to 4 years
• State of Kansas Scholarship - $1,000 

• Must be a designated state scholar
• Ethnic Minority Scholarship - $1,850

• Must identify as an ethnic minority
• Meet KBOR’s academic requirements

kansasregents.org
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In addition to the Kansas Comprehensive Grant, the Kansas Board of Regents has several scholarship programs. The State of Kansas Scholarship and the Ethnic Minority Scholarships are available at Kansas public & private 4-year institutions and community colleges. Students must file the FAFSA by the state priority deadline of April 1, and they must file the KBOR state application by the May 1 priority date. There is no longer an application fee for any of the KBOR scholarship & grant programs! Both of these scholarships require financial need, and they have a merit component. Students must be enrolled full-time (12 hours), and the scholarship is renewable for 4 years as long as students meet the renewal criteria. The renewal criteria for both awards is posted to the KBOR website. 

Kansas State Scholarship
The Kansas State Scholarship is designed to assist financially needy students in the top 20-30% of Kansas high school graduates who are designated as state scholars during the senior year of high school.  To be eligible to apply for the Kansas State Scholarship, in the senior year of a Kansas high school you would have:
1) received a certificate stating that you completed the required curriculum �AND�2) received a letter stating that you were designated by the Kansas Board of Regents.
Priority Deadline: May 1.

The path to be considered in the pool to be designated as a Kansas State Scholar includes: �1) Take the ACT Assessment by December of the your senior year; 
2) Complete the Kansas Scholars Curriculum (KSC); 
3) Your KSC Curriculum and 7th semester GPA certified by a high school counselor, registrar, or similar school official; 
4) Graduate during the 2018-2019 academic year; and 
5) Be designated as a Kansas State Scholar by the Kansas Board of Regents. �
The academic profile of 2018 designated scholars included an average ACT of 31 and an average GPA of 3.92	

Ethnic Minority Scholarship
The Kansas Ethnic Minority Scholarship program is designed to assist financially needy, academically competitive students who are identified as members of any of the following ethnic/racial groups: African American; American Indian or Alaskan Native; Asian or Pacific Islander; or Hispanic. Priority Deadline: May 1. 

The minimum academic requirements for eligibility include one of the following: 
ACT score of 21 or SAT of 1060 - 1090; or 
2) Cumulative high school GPA of 3.00; or 
3) High school rank in upper 33%; or 
4) Completion of Kansas Scholars Curriculum; or 
5) Selection by National Merit Corporation in any category; or 
6) Selection by College Board as a Hispanic Scholar. 

Renewals are students who received this scholarship the prior year; the student must complete/submit the FAFSA and the State of Kansas Student Aid Application for each year of funding. 
To be eligible for funding as a renewal you must: 
• be enrolled full-time; 
• maintain a 2.0 cumulative GPA (measured the previous year enrolled); 
• have financial need; and 
• maintaining satisfactory academic progress.	





State Programs
Kansas Career Technical Workforce Grant

• Available to technical schools & colleges, 
community colleges and state universities 
w/technical programs

• FAFSA by April 1 and state application by May 
1

• Awarded to students enrolled in high 
demand/critical industry programs of study.  
Priority to given to those with financial need  

• $1,000 *can be prorated
• Available to part-time and full-time students

kansasregents.org

World’s largest hand dug well
Greensburg
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The Career Technical Workforce Grant is available to students enrolled in an eligible career technical education program operated by a designated Kansas educational institution that has been identified as offering a technical certificate or associate of applied science degree program in a high cost, high demand, or critical industry field. Designated Kansas educational institutions include technical colleges, community colleges, and public four-year colleges that award associate of applied science degrees; and Washburn Institute of Technology. Only technical certificate and associate of applied science degree programs are included among the eligible programs. Preference in awarding goes to applicants with financial need. Priority Deadline: May 1.

The purpose of this grant program is to encourage individuals to further their education and provide the benefit of their employment to the State of Kansas to assist in the development of a strong state workforce in high demand, critical industry employment fields. The list of high demand/critical industry employment fields is listed on the KBOR website. 
 
Kansas Career Technical Workforce Grant instructions for NEW or RENEWAL applicants: 
 Complete/submit the FAFSA, priority deadline April 1. 
 State of Kansas Student Aid Application completed and submitted either online at www.kansasregents.org –STUDENTS – Student Financial Aid or the paper version (Priority deadline May 1) 
 All applicants must submit the Career Technical Workforce Grant Verification Form completed by an official at their postsecondary institution. 

Grants are awarded to students who are Kansas residents and: 1. graduated from a Kansas high school accredited by the Kansas State Board of Education; or 2. obtained a Kansas State High School Diploma issued upon successful completion of the GED® Test; or 3. graduated from a Kansas home school program or a Kansas non-accredited private secondary school as defined and authorized pursuant to K.S.A. 72-53, 100 et.seq; and 4. are enrolled in or accepted for admission to an eligible career technical education program

Maximum award is $1,000 per year for full-time students (12 or more hours). 
 7-11 hours the award is $800 per year ($400 per semester) 
 3-6 hours the award is $500 per year ($250 per semester) 
 Funding for the program is subject to the availability of resources. 
 The priority deadline for applications is May 1st each year. 

Awards are renewable contingent upon the recipient maintaining: 
a. satisfactory academic progress; 
b. continuous enrollment in a high demand, critical industry field; 
c. submission of a renewal application; and 
d. the availability of funding. 




State Programs
Military Service Scholarship

• 4-yr publics, community colleges & technical colleges
• Served in military service in international waters or on foreign soil in 

support of military operations for which the person received hostile 
fire pay for at least 90 days after September 11, 2001

• Must provide documentation such as DD-214 or active duty orders
• Maximum Award – tuition & required fees, subject to appropriations. 
• FAFSA by April 1 and state application by May 1
• Full or part-time

kansasregents.org
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Kansas Military Service Scholarship�The Kansas Military Service Scholarship is available for the payment of tuition and fees at a public Kansas institution for students who are a resident of Kansas and has:
served in military service in international waters or on foreign soil in support of military operations for which the person received hostile fire pay for at least 90 days after September 11, 2001, or served less than such 90 days because of injuries during such military service;
has received an honorable discharge or under honorable conditions (general) discharge from military service or is still in military service; and
has provided copies of military discharge papers (DD-214 form) or active duty orders whichever such paper or order indicate the location of such person’s deployment and indicate the person has served after September 11, 2001, in any military operation for which the person received hostile fire pay.
Because financial need is a priority in awarding this scholarship, students will need to file a FAFSA form. Once your school considers you as a graduate status student, you are not eligible for this scholarship. Priority Deadline: May 1.

Kansas Military Service Scholarship New and Renewal Applicant Instructions 
 Complete the FAFSA, priority deadline April 1. 
 State of Kansas Student Aid Application submitted either online at www.kansasregents.org – STUDENTS – Student Financial Aid or the paper version submitted to KBOR, Student Financial Aid, 1000 SW Jackson St, Suite 520, Topeka, KS 66612. (Priority deadline May 1) 
NEW Applicants must submit your DD214 to KBOR, Student Financial Aid, 1000 SW Jackson St, Suite 520, Topeka, KS 66612 



State Programs
Nursing & Teacher Service Scholarships

• Public & private 4-yr institutions & community colleges
• FAFSA by April 1 and state application by May 1
• Merit (Need considered if more applicants than funding)
• Renewable 
• Service Obligation – 1 yr of service for 1 yr of scholarship
• Nursing Service Scholarship- $4,500 RN/$3,500 LPN

• Full-time, must acquire a sponsor
• Teacher Service Scholarship- $5,536 (2018-2019) *can be prorated

• Enrolled full time or part-time in program leading to licensure in a hard to fill 
discipline (Special Education, Math, Science, elementary education, English, 
Fine & Performing Arts)

• Teach in underserved geographic area

kansasregents.org
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The state of Kansas offers service scholarships to students pursuing specific disciplines. The Nursing and Teacher Service scholarships are available to students enrolled in Kansas public & private 4-year institutions and community colleges. The Nursing Service Scholarship is also available at technical schools. Both scholarships require students file the FAFSA by the State priority date of April 1, and file the KBOR application by May 1. Scholarships are based on merit, but need may be considered if there are more applicants than funding. The scholarships are renewable, and both require a service obligation. If the service obligation is not fulfilled, the student would have to pay back the scholarship with interest. 

Kansas Nursing Service Scholarship�The Kansas Nursing Service Scholarship requires an obligation to practice as an LPN or RN in Kansas and work for a sponsor.  A sponsor means any adult care home, psychiatric hospital, mental health treatment facility, medical care facility, home health agency, local health department or any state agency, which employs LPNs or RNs, licensed by the State of Kansas.  The sponsor will provide partial scholarship funding and provide employment upon licensure of the recipient.  If the sponsor is a mental health center or treatment facility, the sponsor does not share the cost of the scholarship assistance.  The obligation for the scholarship is to work for the sponsor for one year for each year of the scholarship support received.  Priority Deadline: May 1.


Kansas Teacher Service Scholarship�The Kansas Teacher Service Scholarship is a merit-based service obligation scholarship program that provides financial assistance to both students pursuing bachelor's degree programs and currently licensed teachers pursuing an endorsement in hard-to-fill disciplines or master's degrees in hard-to-fill disciplines or either group planning to teach in an underserved geographic area. Recipients sign agreements to teach one year for each year of scholarship support in Kansas. Recipients are eligible to receive this scholarship for up to ten semesters, which includes both undergraduate and graduate work.  Priority Deadline: May 1.

a) Enrolled in a program leading to licensure as a teacher in an identified hard-to-fill discipline* or underserved geographic area** OR 
b) Currently licensed as a teacher enrolled in a course of instruction leading to endorsement in one of the hard-to-fill disciplines* or teach in one of the underserved geographic areas** in Kansas; OR 
c) Currently licensed teachers enrolled in a program leading to a master’s degree in an identified discipline* or underserved area** This scholarship is not a resource for Counseling, Administration or Reading/Library Specialist degrees); AND 
d) Complete the FAFSA and the State of Kansas Student Aid Application. 
*Identified Hard-to-fill disciplines for 2018-19 are: Elementary Education, English Language Arts, Fine and Performing Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Special Education. 
**Underserved Geographic Areas are: USD 501 Topeka; USD 500 Kansas City, KS; USD 259 Wichita and State Board of Education Area 5 (which includes all of the western 1/3 of the State of Kansas)

Recipients are eligible to receive funding for up to ten semesters, which includes a combination of both undergraduate and graduate work and must continue to maintain satisfactory academic progress. Additional documentation may be required for the scholarship to transition from an undergraduate to graduate program. The number of recipients is dependent on state funding levels. Kansas Teacher Service Scholarship recipients will sign an agreement/promissory note with the State of Kansas in which they will agree to: 
 Complete the required course of instruction leading to licensure and full endorsement in a field of education as a teacher in the selected hard-to-fill teaching discipline or in an underserved geographic area in the State of Kansas; 
 Obtain and maintain necessary licensure and endorsement as specified in the teaching agreement; 
 Engage in teaching in the hard-to-fill discipline or in an underserved geographic area in the State of Kansas, within six months of licensure, in an accredited public or private elementary or secondary school on a full-time basis for a period equal to the time scholarship was awarded or commence teaching on a part-time basis for a period of time that is equivalent to full-time, multiplied by the length of the course of instruction for which the scholarship was awarded. 

If a recipient is unable to fulfill the service obligation they will be subject to repaying the amount of the scholarship they received plus accrued interest at a rate which is equivalent to the interest rate applicable to loans made under the federal PLUS program at the time the agreement was first entered into plus five percentage points (currently that interest rate is 12%). 






State Programs
Kansas National Guard Educational Assistance

• Public & independent 4-yr institutions, 
community colleges, & technical colleges

• FAFSA Required
• Fall Application Deadline August 31
• Spring Application Deadline January 31

• Full or part-time
• Service obligation – student agrees to 

complete their current military service 
obligation for 24 months after their last 
semester

kansasregents.org

Atomic Annie
Fort Riley
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Kansas National Guard Educational Assistance�The Kansas National Guard Educational Assistance provides a percentage of tuition and fees paid; up to a maximum rate not to exceed the maximum rate that would be charged by the state educational institutions for enrollment.  The percentage is determined by the number of eligible students and available appropriations. Students may be pursuing a certificate, diploma or degree program and must be an enlisted member of a Kansas Air/Army National Guard unit. Full-time enrollment not required. Students must have a GED or high school diploma to qualify for this assistance. The member must not already have obtained a bachelor’s degree.
File the FAFSA
Fall Deadline August 31
Spring Deadline January 31 

Requirements for Eligible Students: 
 applicants who are enlisted in the Kansas National Guard and enrolled in a Kansas educational institution; 
 filed a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) with the educational institution; 
 obtained a High School Diploma issued upon successful completion of the GED® Test or high school diploma; and 
 applicants who have not already received a bachelor’s degree. ��After the last semester that assistance is received, the guard member will serve for no less than 24 months with the National Guard. The Kansas Air/Army National Educational Officer for your unit will verify the above information and report to the Kansas Board of Regents. Form 6006-A has been discontinued. 

Award Amount 
The award amount is a variable subject to a number of factors including the: 
 funds available; 
 number of eligible applicants; and 
 the student’s federal tuition assistance. 
If a recipient is unable to fulfill the service obligation they are responsible for repaying 
the Kansas Board of Regents the amount of the scholarship that they received. 




State Programs
ROTC Service Scholarship

• Participating public universities
• Recipients selected at institution & 

separate application required
• Full-time
• Award – up to 70% of cost of attendance
• Service obligation – after completion of 

degree student must become 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant 
and serve for not less than 4 yrs. as a 
commissioned officer with the Kansas 
Army National Guard 

kansasregents.org
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Kansas ROTC Service Scholarship�Student agrees to accept a commission as a Second Lieutenant and serve for not less than four years as a commissioned officer in the Kansas Army National Guard.  This program is only available at Kansas State University, Pittsburg State University, University of Kansas, Washburn University, Wichita State University.  Contact the ROTC program at one of the participating schools for more information.




State Programs
Kansas Career Work-Study

• Available at 4-yr public institutions
• Recipients selected at institution & 

separate application required
• FAFSA required
• Need-based
• Full-time or part-time 
• Students work in career-related 

occupations off-campus

kansasregents.org

Big Brutus
West Mineral, KS



State Programs
Fee Waivers

• In-state tuition for certain 
undocumented students

• Dependents & Spouses of 
Deceased Public Safety Officers 

• Dependents & Spouses of 
Deceased Military Personnel

• Former Prisoners of War

kansasregents.org
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The state also has several fee waiver programs for students who fit specific criteria (just go over the highlights for each fee waiver program, but the details of each program are listed below in case you get specific questions.


Dependents & Spouses of Deceased Public Safety Office
K.S.A. 75-4364 provides an opportunity for spouses and dependents of certain public safety officers who died as a result of injuries sustained in the line of duty to enroll in Kansas postsecondary educational institutions without payment of tuition or fees. Enrollment without payment of tuition and fees means that an eligible student will be allowed to enroll without payment of tuition or any mandatory fees required of all students at the time of enrollment. The student will be responsible for other charges associated with the student's academic program and living costs. Public Safety Officers are Law Enforcement Officers, Firefighters, Emergency Medical Services Attendants. Enrollment without charge of tuition or fees will be possible for eligible individuals beginning with the fall of 1996 enrollment period. Each eligible individual may qualify for tuition and fee waiver only for a total of ten semesters of undergraduate instruction or the equivalent thereof. Enrollment without charge of tuition or fees under this statute will be possible at Kansas educational institutions which means public institutions such as: area vocational schools, area vocational-technical schools, community colleges, the municipal university, Regents institutions and technical colleges.

Dependents & Spouses of Deceased Military Personnel
K.S.A. 75-4364 provides an opportunity for dependents and spouses of certain military personnel who died on or after September 11, 2001, while, and as a result of, serving in active military service to enroll in Kansas postsecondary educational institutions without payment of tuition or fees. Enrollment without payment of tuition and fees means that an eligible student will be allowed to enroll without payment of tuition or any mandatory fees required of all students at the time of enrollment. The student will be responsible for other charges associated with the student’s academic program and living costs. A deceased individual whose dependents and spouse may be eligible for this tuition waiver is an individual who meets all of the following criteria: 
(1) the person was a Kansas resident; 
(2) the person was serving in active military service, which means active service in any armed service of the United States and any active state or federal service in the Kansas army or air national guard, at the time of his or her death; and 
(3) the person died on or after September 11, 2001, while, and as a result of serving in military service. 
Acceptable forms of documentation include: DD Form 13000 “Report of Casualty,” Form AR 600-8-1; a telegram or mailgram notification of death; news reports; and obituaries. 
NOTE: Students, who can establish that they were dependents or spouses of deceased military personnel, even if the deaths preceded the effective date of the legislation, are eligible. 

Enrollment without charge of tuition or fees will be possible for eligible individuals beginning with the fall of 2005 enrollment period. Each eligible individual may qualify for tuition and fee waiver only for a total of ten (10) semesters of undergraduate instruction or the equivalent thereof. Enrollment without charge of tuition or fees under this statute will be possible at Kansas educational institutions, which means public institutions including: technical schools and technical colleges, community colleges, Washburn University, and the state universities. 

Former Prisoners of War
K.S.A. 75-4364 provides an opportunity for prisoners of wars to enroll in Kansas postsecondary educational institutions without payment of tuition or fees. Enrollment without payment of tuition and fees means that an eligible student will be allowed to enroll without payment of tuition or any mandatory fees required of all students at the time of enrollment. The student will be responsible for other charges associated with the student’s academic program and living costs. An individual who is eligible for this benefit must meet both of the following criteria: 
(1) the individual was a resident of Kansas when he or she entered active service in any of the United States armed forces; and 
(2) the individual, while serving in the United States armed services, was declared a prisoner of war, as established by the United States Secretary of Defense after January 1, 1960. Acceptable proof of eligibility includes: a letter or telegram from the Veteran’s Administration, the Department of Defense or an Armed Services department verifying POW status; DD Form 214 identifying POW status; a military medical identification car or POW card issued by the detainment facility; or new articles. Enrollment without charge of tuition or fees will be possible for eligible individuals beginning with the fall of 2005 enrollment period. Each eligible individual may qualify for tuition and fee waiver only for a total of ten (10) semesters of undergraduate instruction or the equivalent thereof. Enrollment without charge of tuition or fees under this statute will be possible at Kansas educational institutions, which means public institutions including: technical schools and technical colleges, community colleges, Washburn University, and the state universities. 

Undocumented Students
If an undocumented student attended an accredited Kansas high school for 3 or more years, graduated from an accredited Kansas high school, or earned a G.E.D., they can have in-state tuition at any postsecondary educational institution in the state of Kansas. They also have to sign an affidavit saying they will file an application for citizenship as soon as they are eligible to do so. A student in this situation should check with the school to which they are applying. 






Foster Care Fee Waiver

Students apply through the KS Department of Children & Families
• Eligible applicant enrolls in a Kansas educational institution on or after July 1, 2006; and
• The applicant was in custody of DCF and in a foster care placement on the date such applicant 

reached 18 years of age; or
• prior to age 18 graduated from high school or fulfilled the requirements for a GED while in foster 

care placement and custody of DCF; or
• adopted from a foster care placement on or after applicant’s 16th birthday; or
• left a foster care placement subject to a guardianship under chapter 38 or 59 of the K.S.A. on or 

after applicant’s 16th birthday.

The Kansas Department of Children & Families Central Office must verify the applicant’s eligibility 
status prior to enrollment.

Presenter
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Foster Child Education Assistance Program
The Kansas Board of Regents does not oversee this program. The program is administered by the Kansas Department of Children & Families (DCF) in conjunction with the student’s higher education institution. Senate Bill 85 and the addition of SB 355 provides an opportunity for foster care children in the custody of the Kansas Department of Children & Families (DCF) and in a foster care placement; at age 18; or in foster care placement while graduating from high school or completing their General Educational Development (GED) prior to their 18th birthday; or adopted from foster care after the age of 16; or guardianship subject to chapter 38 or 59 of K.S.A. from foster care placement on or after age 16 to enroll in Kansas educational institutions without payment of tuition and required fees. Enrollment without payment of tuition and required fees means that an eligible student will be allowed to enroll without payment of tuition and required fees required of all students at the time of enrollment. The student will be responsible for other charges associated with the student’s academic program and living costs, such as books and room and board. The applicant may be eligible for assistance for other costs of higher education through Social and Rehabilitation Services. This program provides for undergraduate enrollment of eligible applicant through the semester applicant attains 23 years of age. Enrollment without charge of tuition and fees will be possible at Kansas educational institutions including: area vocational schools, area vocational-technical schools, community colleges, the municipal university, state educational institutions or technical colleges.
Who is Eligible to Apply
An eligible applicant must meet the following eligibility requirements:
Eligible applicant enrolls in a Kansas educational institution on or after July 1, 2006; and
The applicant was in custody of the Kansas Department of Children & Families (DCF) and in a foster care placement on the date such applicant reached 18 years of age; or
prior to age 18 graduated from high school or fulfilled the requirements for a GED while in foster care placement and custody of the Kansas Department of Children & Families (DCF); or
adopted from a foster care placement on or after applicant’s 16th birthday; or
left a foster care placement subject to a guardianship under chapter 38 or 59 of the K.S.A. on or after applicant’s 16th birthday.
The Kansas Department of Children & Families Central Office must verify the applicant’s eligibility status prior to enrollment.

Please submit the Department for Children and Families Application for Foster Child Education Assistance Program to the school. 




Outside Scholarships

Where do I find them?
• High Schools
• Employers
• Local Groups/Community 

Organizations
• Professional Organizations
• Churches
• Web Searches

Avoid Scholarship Scams! 

Scholarship Websites
fastweb.com
collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
scholarshipexperts.com
scholarships.com
hispanicfund.org
uncf.org
chegg.com
studentaid.ed.gov
finaid.org/scholarships
academicinvest.com Pizza Hut Museum

Wichita



Financial Literacy
• Some decisions being made 

by students are unguided 
because they don’t 
understand the importance 
of personal finance

• The average person makes 
6-10 monetary decisions 
each day
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Let’s face it, even as adults we don’t understand personal finance. Imagine being 17-18 years old again being faced with making such a huge financial investment such as going to college. Many decisions that our students make are unguided because they don’t understand the importance personal finance. The average person makes 6-10 monetary decisions each and every day. There are many factors that go into the decision making process. Let’s use making a college choice as an example. Students have to weigh their alternatives. What are my choices? Where do I go? Some schools have very different awarding timelines, so there can be much uncertainty in the process such as not knowing what type of financial aid you’ll receive at Institution A versus institution B. There could be some high-risk consequences. What if I commit to Institution A, but then Institution B awards me a better scholarship. There could be interpersonal issues such as level of parental support. Does the student have anyone who can help them? Are they completely alone in the process? Do they only have their high school guidance counselor on their side? Will parents only pay for student if they pursue a specific type of major at a specific institution that is not the students choice? All of these factors lead to incredible complexity in this process. This process is even complex for an adult, so put yourselves in the shoes of a 17/18 year old. 




Financial Literacy

Presenter
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Students lack an adequate understanding of basic financial principles.
7.2% of college students have to leave college due to debt or financial pressures. 53% of students at public institutions drop out. The 18-24 age range spends about 30% of their income on debt repayment. 10% is the recommended amount, so they’re spending 20% more than what they should on debt. This leaves little room for other expenses such as starting a family or possibly buying a house. The average incoming freshman has 3-4 credit cards before even starting college. How many do you have? And the average college graduate has about $24,301 in student loan debt. If students stick to a standard repayment plan this translates to a $260 per month student loan payment.
When making financial decisions students must begin with the end in mind. They need to be thinking about the long term, and if I make this financial decision, where is that going to lead me in 10 years? 20 years?
As educators we have an opportunity to help students with these types of financial decisions.




Resources
• Mycollegemoneyplan.org
• Cashcourse.org
• Collegescorecard.ed.gov
• Net Price Calculators
• KSdegreestats.org
• Studentaid.ed.gov
• Financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov
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There are some tools as Educators you can use to help your students. 

Another great resource for both students and educators is mycollegemoneyplan.org. Students can set up a profile. Students can go through modules that teach them about applying for scholarships, filing the FAFSA, making sure they have enough aid to cover their expenses, creating a financial plan for college, and even how to avoid Identity Theft. Educators can also use this resource. The site provides lesson plans for educators that cover a variety of topics such as exploring college opportunities, exploring college costs, the FAFSA, building a financial plan, and even learning about credit and debt. We encourage you to check out the site and use these resources. 

Cash Course is a student’s real life money guide to becoming a financial expert. As an educator, you can assign lessons to your students. Students will be guided through each lesson as they learn about different topics spanning the entire array of financial literacy.  The best part is that this resource is FREE! 

This page shows the first few results for a student who searches “Kansas” as a state they are searching for colleges in. Students can search for schools by program/degree, location (state, region, zip), size, name, type of institution (private, public, For profit, religiously affiliated, etc). This website shows you the average annual cost, the graduation rate, and the starting salary after attendance. If you click “more details” there is a further breakdown on financial aid & debt, student body profile, sat/act scores, and academic programs. 

Federal law mandates each school have a Net Price calculator on their website. You can encourage schools to use the net price calculator to figure out how much they will be receiving in scholarships, grants, loans, work-study, and their out-of-pocket costs. When the student clicks on the net price calculator they will enter in demographic, financial, and even academic information. Each school administers this differently, so there may be questions on one school’s net price calculator that are not on another’s net price calculator. The net price calculator will give the student a close estimate of what they can expect to pay out of pocket, and what type of aid they can expect.

Ksdegreestats.org is something that our KBOR IR & IT departments  developed that is on the KBOR website and is a nice resource for counselors, students & their families to compare degree programs, including costs, salaries, average debt, etc.  You can choose a major and compare that program at up to 3 different schools at a time to see what your costs will be.

Studentaid.ed.gov is a great website for anyone to learn about federal financial aid options and processes. They have information on how to get started, what each option is, requirements, guidelines on eligibility, and a repayment estimator for loans. This is the go-to tool for most financial aid administrators.

Financial Aid Toolkit is a great government website for all parties to learn about financial aid (students, families, resources for high school counselors, etc. You can search for resources by type, audience, topic, and time of year. They have sample power points, informational worksheets, info graphics, messages for social media and emails, and much more!





KASFAA & NASFAA
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The NASFAA and KASFAA websites are also great resources for students, parents, and counselors alike. We have redesigned our KASFAA Fact poster webpage. There are links at the top for each type of school. This website will direct you to the school’s costs as well as any FAFSA filing priority dates, or if the school has a priority date. 




Questions?

Please complete your evaluations!

Thank you for coming!
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